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quired to order drugs every three months and in smaller
quantities. They are supposed to know just how much
will be required for three months, and if they run short
the patients can go without. They are also required to
take.samples- of each consignment for analysis and to
weigh or measure all drugs received. The latter require-
ment we should regard as- a counsel of perfection under
the existing scale of remuneration for Poor-law work.
Our attention has been called to a letter received by a

medical officer from the clerk of his union informing him
that he Is required by-the Board of Guardians to return all
empties within the period stipulated in the contract (six
months), and that failure to comply with this order will
be regarded as a dereliction of duty, and he asks our
advice. Our advice to him is to comply with the order
and return all the bottles and packages, whether empty or
not, within the stipulated period. If he does so he will
soon bring the Local Government Board and the guardians
to a senee of the fitness of things and the unsuitability of
red tape to every condition of life oil this globe.

MEDICAL WITNESSES' FEES IN CROWN CASES.
-A correspondent writes: The scale of fees allowed for

attendance in court in Crown cases in England has long
been a cause of dissatisfaction, and inasmuch as Crown
cases must often involve the medical witness in consider-
able expense over and above the remuneration he receives,
it is surprising that practitioners do not more frequently
try to avoid cases about which they may be called upon to
give evidence for the Crown. In Ireland things are much
better in this respect. In all cases tried in the superior
courts, whether in-the city or-at a§sizee, a medical witness
is allowed 3 guineas a day and first-class railway fare.
For giving evidence at petty sessions the minimum fee is
1 guinea, or more-if the witness resides at a distance, and
Crown solicitors always interpret the law liberally. At
criminal quarter sessions the fees are the same as at
assizes. In civil cases the taxing masters will only allow
fees on this scale, but of course the witness can make his
terms beforehand. In Ireland no one ever questions the
doctor's right to a guinea as his legal fee, though in actual
practice among general practitioners this is only a fiction,
the real fees being lower than in England. Still even the
fiction tends to maintain the status. of the doctor as a
member of a learned profession, and this is reflected in
the scale of fees allowed by the Crown.

CORK EYE, EAR, AND THROAT HOSPITAL.
The annual meeting of the subscribers of the Cork

Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospital was held on August 21st.
The High Sheriff of the city presided. The medical
report read by Dr. Sandford stated that during the year
4,160 patients were treated at the extern department, and
519 -admitted -to the wards. Many of these came from
distant places in various parts of a wide area extending
from Galway to Skibbereen and from Waterford to Castle-
townbere, embracing the counties of Cork, Kerry, Water-
ford, Kilkenny, Wexford, Tipperary, Limerick, Galway,
and Clare, with a few more distant places. Three deaths
occurred in the hospital in the year, one from sudden
syncope in a-man of advanced years and two from brain
abscess the result of neglected ear 'disease. A large-
number of students attended the hospital in accordance
with the arrangements of- the Royal University and of the
Queen?s College. Some of the senior students each year
are encouraged to help In the routine work of the hospital,
and thus acquire practical knowledge under supervision.
The financial condition was quite satisfactory, there being
a credit balance of £15 13s. 7d. for the year ending 1906,
which-compared favourably with the credit balance for
1905 of £12.

HEALTH OF BELFAST.
.lefant Mortality.

At the last meeting of the Public Health Committee,
Dr. Bailie, M.S.O.H., submitted some rules or advice
for the care of babies which he recommended to
be printed, and as posters distributed throughout the
city. As the preamble states that the chief danger
is from July to September, it seems rather belated
for- this ye=. The rules are good, but are somewhat
academic for -the class for whom they are intended, and
are not sufficiently imperative; such phrases- as- "the
time specified," "tainted food," "no debris," "generates
foul gases," "lower health and vitality," are perfectly

Intelligible to most people of education, but do not convey
much to the pobrly-educated girl mother of the mill-girl
class. The Ulster Hospital for Children and Women,
Mountpottinger, Belfast, has long issued simple printed
advice for the rearing of children, and has now excelle4t
rules for both mother and inifant, conveying sunh clemkr
instructions as "Don't use a feeding bottle with a long
tube," " Rear your baby on the breast," " Don't give
'soothing syrups' or ' teething powders,"' and the lik&'

OPHTHALMIC DEPARTMENT OF THE TuEG WAH
HOSPITAL.

A REPORT for the year 1906 of the Ophthalmic Departmept
of the Tung Wah Hospital, Hong Kong, has recently been
issued. The department was opened in December, 1905.
At first It was opened once a week only, but the work so
increaeed, that two days each week are now devotefdtpi
the treatment of ophthalmic cases. It was started not
only for the immediate benefit of the patients, but al1o
for the education of the Chinese students- and Dr.
Montagu Harston, the Medical Director, deserves publi,
recognition for inaugurating and carrying on so excellent
a work. Egypt has usually been looked upon as the
country in which infective diseases of the eye exist to ethe
greatest extent, but Hong Kong can run it very close, eyen
if it does not actually exceed the proportion found. her4.
In 1905 Dr. Harston made a systematic examinatiow,o,f
the eyes of the children of three large charitable instita-
tions, and the result was to show that over 70 per cent. .oR
the children were suffering from trachoma. The ni
causes of blindness in the Chinese are trachoma fn,d
ophthalmia neonatorum, two absolutely preventablej,4is-
eases. This is sufficient to show the great needAthat
there is for such work as Dr. Harston is carrying out on
purely charitable and philantbropic lines. The higtL
appreciation of such work as this was well shown at',the
British Medical Association meeting at Exeter, when,. a
most interesting paper was read by Mr. A. F. MacCallan,
dealing with the work of the travelling hospitals in Egypt,
and,it is just the same sort of work which is being staxtk
in Hong Kong. At present i't is left to the individual
efforts of one man, who can ill afford the time he spends
in treating eye diseases and in giving instruction to hSi
pupils. He has been under the necessity of providiri
his own instruments, and the hospital is in great need 'of
much apparatus pertaining to an ophthalmic department.
The training of the Chinese as ophthalmic surgeons is

a most useful work. They above all others could inculeato
elementary ideas of ocular hygiene into the natives, and
without this the spread of all forms of ophthalmia, causing
so much blindness, is bound to go on. In sueh a place as
Hong Kong there is a vast wealth of clinical material, and
besides being most useful to the inhabitants, it would well
repay a recently qualified man, with a good-ophthalmiq
training, to go' out and to work there for a time, for it is
certain that in a few months he would get as much experi-
ence as he wouid get in many years in England', at' any
rate from the 'point of view of operative practice. Here
is a field of work'which, if developed, maymean the found-
ing of the first Chinese ophthalmic hospital run on
European lines. The good such an institution may do is
incalculAble, while'it would redound to the credit of-Hong
KoDg if it were to accomplish this pioneer work.

SMALL-POX IN ALSACE-LORRAINE.-Dr. D. Goldschmidt,
d- Strassburg,' in an article in the Revue d'Hyg.ine,
states that small-pox' is usually introduced by foreigii
workmen, chiefly Italians, -who arrive in large bbandS
for work in the various factories and mines. These
men are for the most part unvaccinated, and are greatly
overcrowded in' the quarters which they frequent. The
municipal authority of Metz during the late epi4emic
issued an order that all foreign workmen should be vac-
cinated the moment they arrived at' the railway station,
ips0 campo, under pain of immediate expulsion, and' thia
measure, together with the'provision of house-to-hous-e
gratis vaccination in Metz, put an end to the small-ptx
outbreak, which was never a great one. Dr. Goldschmidt
claims to 'have shown (eee BRITISA MEDICAL JOU1JRNAI
June 2nd, 1906, p. 1297) that-Napoleon I was the firsti to
initiate obligatory vac6ination.


